Friends of Belfast Parks Annual Report 2009-2010
(September 2009-August 31, 2010)
Quarterly meetings were held on September 29, December 10, March 30 and June 24.
Sara Shute maintained the website throughout the year.
November, 2009 :  At the invitation of a citizen group, Debbie Hockensmith and Carol Good met with the select board in South Thomaston to support the group’s request for a dog park. We responded to questions and provided information about the process of building the Belfast Dog Park.
December, 2009:  On December 13 we served refreshment at the BAHS Christmas Concert. Refreshments were provided by Charlotte, Rosie, Carol and Debbie and served by Debbie and Carol. 
March, 2010: The second annual Dog Bowl--Bowling for Biscuits was held at Point Lookout on March 13. The number of participants and amount raised was down a little from last year but over $1,100 was netted.  Carol Bauss, Kathy Muzzy, Debbie Hockensmith and Carol Good were the steering committee for this event. 
On March 7 the first of three educational meetings was presented sponsored by the Dog Park Committee. This was on Canine First Aid and was exceptionally well- attended. Over 80 people came to the Boathouse to hear Dr. Sarah Tomalty speak. Dale Kuhnert and Marti Packer arranged the educational meetings.
On March 25 another educational meeting was held. This was in the Abbott Room. Deputy Sheriff Merl Reed and his K-9 cop, Neva ,provided information and demonstrations of the Neva’s assistance  in law enforcement by the sheriff’s office.
April, 2010:  The fourth annual April Stools Day was held on April 3 with 14 volunteers collecting many fewer “incidents” in the downtown waterfront parks. At the next council meeting Carol Good reported the activity to the City Council.
Ann Mullen and Charlotte Peters attended a Parks and Recreation Commission meeting to present our  proposal to develop a maze and a labyrinth in City Park in the empty and unused area east of the children’s playground.  They left a four page proposal with diagrams and photos for their consideration.
On April 29 the Dog Park Committee presented an educational session at the Abbott Room presented by Pat Webber and her guide dog in training, Boyd. She explained the training and services of the Guide Dogs for the Blind Program.
May, 2010:  We began the season of second Saturday dog park volunteer maintenance days on May 8.
On May 15, Doug Nelson, Carol and Debbie traveled to Brunswick for a meeting with their dog park planning committee to provide information and respond to their questions.
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June, 2010:  The Walsh Field Recreation Area sign was installed at the park entrance on Route 52 and the Route 1 directional signs were erected by DOT in both directions. The signs were made by Norma Whitman and paid for by the Friends.
On June 8 Carol Good represented the Friends at a meeting held at the Hutchinson Center with a delegation from Nova Scotia interested in tourism and learning about volunteer groups in the city.  
On June 9 Chris Urick and Carol led the Nova Scotia delegation on a tour of the city’s parks discussing  how they contribute to recreation and tourism in the area and answering questions from the group..
July, 2010:    The 14th Annual Arts in the Park was held at Heritage Park on July 10 and 11. Torrential rains made for a difficult second day, but as usual the event was hailed a success for the city and the vendors. Chair Chris Urick and members Sara Shute and Dave Boyer were actively involved in this event  which  netted  $5,000. for Friends’ projects.
Six members (Carol B. , Kathy Muzzy, Pat and Mike Skaling, Carol G. and Debbie)and one visitor set up and sold refreshments at a Saturday evening Maskers performance at Steamboat Landing. 
This was our month to benefit from the good Cause Returnable Program at the transfer station. Our total receipts were $219.
On July 19 Debbie Hockensmith and Carol Good provided the program at the Wise Kids Outdoors summer camp. The program was about trees.
August, 2010:  On August 20 the Friends purchased a sugar maple tree for the last day of summer camp for the Wise Kids program and Debbie Hockensmith worked with the campers to select a site and plant the tree.  The tree is located adjacent to the road, at the entrance to the bridge leading to the children’s playground.
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